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INTELUIGENCE REPORT

- SUPPLEMENT

This report consists of excerpts from & speach by Licutenant Colonsl
Yakopow of the SKA on the administration of justice and the condition
of the law courts in the Soviet chupation Zong., It was delivered at
the 11 April 1947 session of the Lander Confarencs.

active in legsl circles in the Rmsaian Zone of Ocewpation. Ascording fe
existing dirsctives a former NIDAP member may, under exceptional cireum-
stanices, receive apeclal permission to practice law. The exception hes
recently become the rule, howsver,and this situation must be changed.
SHA Directive No. 49 must be followed to the letter. Not omly NSDAP
mambers, but also SA members and young men borm after 1 Jamuary 1619,
must be kept out of the law courisa.

The distribution of personnel is faulty. OSome courbe mmet operate with
insufficient persomnel, while the provincial ministries of justice use
gso~called drafited officisls (Zakommandierte}. And even.with this special
persormel the ministries have manmeged thelr supervisory duties so pocrly
thet a number of judgss and court officlals bave been able profitably to

engags in corrupt practices.

Too many students are being iailed or dismissed from the training courses
for prospective lower court judges. This hes oceurred in every Land in
the Russian Zone, and must come to a stop. Fifty per cent of those dismissed
are members of ths working classes — precisely the iype of men needad for
the new German lew courts. From now on mors care nust be token in the
selection of students. In one land eighty applicents were tested and
solected for training in one day, revealing the haaly and slipshod menner
in which future judgss srs chosen. Special tutcrisl sessions mst be
arranpged for students who are falling behind in their studies, and the

SHA must bs notified whensver 2 trainee is failed or whenever & court
officiz]l lsaves the service. 3pecial care must be taken that no Rasi

or reactionary ideas ave propasgzated.

It has come to the SHA®s attention that the orders and directives of the
German Central Administration for Jusifes (DJeuteche Justisverwaltung)

are being followed in the Lirder and provinces only with the greatest
relnuctance. The provinelsl ministries of justice hawe tsksn the mistaken
stand that they come under the exclusive jerisdiction of the provincial
soverments snd have no oblipations to the Centrs) Administrabion. This
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is not so: measures taken by the Sentrsl 4Administration are backed by

the suthority of the SKA, and are bindine on all courts, o-rices of Justice,

and notarics public, The “erman Jeatr.: wiministration for Justice has

assuried the responsibility Ior denazilying the Cormun legel systom, for

sseing that democratic officials replace the dis~issed llazis, for cooridinating

the activities 5. the vrovineial dopartments of justice, and for establishe

ine liaison betwaen the 5. sad tho provincial denartments. Local courts

and Jurldicel suthoritios rmust follow the irect’ves issued by the Central :
administration and submit all records and files for iis examination. o |

. i N :
5. T e followinv mcasures must be taken for tiw promotion of clossr contact i
batween tho various purts of the leral systemns: . u

2. an inerease in the aid ziven Wy the Terr n Sentral adzinistration . i
for Justice in ith: draftine a.d interpretation of statutes. E

b. lore insp:etions of courts, state uttorneys! offices, and other
lesnl offices. k

¢. Jore confere:nces Letween Judaes and stat: attorneys for the achieve= i
ment of 2 closer coordianation of their werk. E

d. liore reports to be subnitted to the Central administration on the
vork of the courts in the various Lander and provinces. all pro-
ceedings ond trials which are vested with the public interest must :
be reported. E

6. The police zad tne public prosecutors are not working hard cnough. 7“he
nuaber of crines and misdemeanors committed durins the first guarter of
1547 (89,960) was onlyrine per cont less than th> fipure for the last
quarter of 1946 (98,076). Sentences currently passed on criminals are
too mild. Cut of a total of 11,217 convieted robiers s 55526 were only

! assessed fines, 2,793 rceeived thres months! imprisonment, and 2,376 from
25X1A. three months to one year. comment s The fisures in the break-
‘ down do not add up to the total of »<17). Sentences passed by the courts

of appeals are in most cases even milder. Aspecia’ ly weak have been the
. sentences imposed upon violators of ACC Statutes lios 10 and Mo. 160.

-

7. Too much time is being talen in the preparation of cases. Accused persons
are frecuently held many months in jail before they are siven irials., On
"1 Tebruary 1947 the jails in the Russian Zone contained 11,800 prisoners,
5,600 of whom had not yot been tried, Another serious matter is the lar-e
iumber of prison breakouts: in January 1947 no less than 146 prisoners
" escaped from confinement. ' E

8. The provincial ministrics of Justice rmst make analyses of the incilence
of eriminality in their arecs of jurisdiction. Tt should be noted, however,
that whea the 84 speaks of an investi-ation it docs not mean & sirple
presentation of statistics, but rather a political and socioclogical study
of the factors motivating the current wave of criminality.
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